Cranial vena caval thrombosis secondary to invasive mediastinal lymphosarcoma in a cat.
A 12-year-old female cat was diagnosed with a cranial vena caval thrombosis in association with a mediastinal lymphosarcoma. The cause of the cranial vena caval thrombosis was thought to be invasion of the venous wall by neoplastic lymphoid cells. Clinical signs of cranial vena caval thrombosis, such as swelling and oedema of the submandibular area, the ventral part of the neck and the forelimbs, were related to a space-occupying mediastinal lymphosarcoma, which also induced respiratory distress and cyanosis. Non-selective angiocardiography demonstrated the occlusion of the cranial vena cava and abnormal venous collateral vessels feeding the heart which are accepted as the venographic hallmark of clinically overt cranial vena caval syndrome. At postmortem examination, an intracaval thrombus, 5 cm in length, was seen extending from the costocervical vein to the sulcus terminalis of the right atrium.